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Asia Society believes that without an understanding of Asia, the 

United States cannot compete in a globalized economy. With 

your help, we provide a forum for the public, because without 

closer ties and deepened understanding, we cannot solve the 

problems of tomorrow, today.



Dear Supporters and Friends,

During the past year, Asia Society Northern California once again proved its reputation for pro-
viding thought-provoking, interdisciplinary, geographically diverse programming on Asia and Asian 
American affairs to the Bay Area. Our public programs remain as timely and fascinating as ever, 
and our range of program series expanded yet again in 2010.

Having been named an Asia Society Center for Excellence in Sustainability, Asia Society 
Northern California continued its Sustainable Development in Asia program series, offering pro-
grams about environmental NGOs, Traditional Chinese Medicine, e-waste recycling and a host of 
other issues facing Asia as it develops. In addition, we expanded our Asian America Now program-
ming, taking a look at the next generation of Asian women writers and the next generation of Asian 
American comedians. ASNC grew its Young Professionals Group, offering networking events as well 
as programs. As always, our Off the Menu series continued to bring delicious and unorthodox Asian 
cuisine to our members. 2010 also saw many topics on policy and current affairs, including the 
conclusion of the immensely popular Future of Democracy in Asia program series.

Never before has ASNC reached so many, and 2010 saw expansion beyond even the borders of 
California of its programming. Leveraging the partnerships we have built in the U.S. and Asia over 
the past 12 years, ASNC launched the Pacific Cities Sustainability Initiative. This undertaking is a 
joint venture between ASNC, our sister Asia Society center in Southern California, USC’s Marshall 
School of Business, UCLA’s Anderson School of Management and the Association of Pacific Rim 
Universities’ World Institute. PCSI, which is also funded by a grant from PG&E, will consider how 
cities  — so often seen as the cause of climate change — can become beacons of sustainability by 
creating a mechanism for communication of best practices. With more than half the planet now liv-
ing in urban settings, this is one of the great imperatives of the 21st Century. PCSI will offer public 
programs, workshops and conferences in California and Asia over the next four years.

As you know, Fiscal Year 2010 also fell during the economic recession, which ASNC took deci-
sive and aggressive steps to face. With overwhelming support from our board, corporate supporters 
and individual members, ASNC remained fiscally strong and on a growth strategy — a testament 
not only to our mission’s importance in the Bay Area, but also the prudence with which we govern 
ourselves. 

Within this report you will find more detailed information about our programming in Fiscal Year 
2010, as well as our finances. We thank all of our members, sponsors and supporters for your 
generosity and support, and invite you to read further. You enable us to continue sharing the diver-
sity of Asia with California, bringing Asians and Americans together for a shared future.

Sincerely,

John S. Wadsworth
Co-Chairman

Chong-Moon Lee
Co-Chairman



Global warming threatens the entire world  — and demands worldwide collaboration to 
stop it. The Sustainable Development in Asia program series tackles global warming by 
covening international experts and the public at programs such as "The Emerging Water 
Crisis in California & Asia," "The State of Environmental NGOs in China" and "Traditional 
Chinese Medicine and Endangered Species."

Rapid urbanization threatens the delicate balance of world resources, but it also 
offers new hope  — the Pacific Cities Sustainability Initiative takes on climate change 
on a global scale, engaging partners across California and the Pacific Rim to look at 
global sustainable cities. This 5-year initiative of conferences, workshops and related 
activities will focus on the issues of water-energy nexus, green transportation, clean 
energy, green buildings and green infrastructure.

Environmental Programs

This photo, featured in Asia Society New York's "Rivers of Ice" exhibit, depicts the loss of ice in the Himalayas over the past 100 years. If current melt rates continue, these 
glaciers will be unable to maintain mass balance, ultimately disrupting the water supply to hundreds of millions of people downstream.



Innovative cuisine 
— Asia Society puts 
its members at the 
forefront of the foodie 
experience. The Off 
the Menu program 
series offers members 
a taste of the 
diverse and exciting 
developments in Asian 
and fusion cuisine 
with programs such 
as "Wok Hay: The Art 
of the Stir Fry," and 
"Filipino Flavors."

Fresh ideas — Meet the 
Author programs get 
personal with bestselling 
and first-time authors such 
as Amitav Ghosh, William 
Vollman, Jake Adelstein and 
Dean King.

Cultural heritage is a rich source 
of wisdom and renewal. Our 
programs explore the rich histories, 
religions, arts and traditions of 
many Asian cultures, with programs 
such as "Jews in Modern China," 
Contemporary Asian Art and Wisdom 
for Difficult Times: What the 
Buddhists Teach.

Arts & Culture Programs



The Financial Crisis has created a new 
global landscape of trade, investment and 
business innovation. Asia Society's Business 
in Asia programs make sense of the "new 
normal," giving businesspeople insight into 
the future of doing business in China with 
programs such as "The US-China Post-Crisis 
Relationship conference," and "INDOvations." 

Asia Society late-breaking 
programs bring audiences 
behind the scenes of 
breaking current events, 
cutting through media 
noise with thoughtful, 
scholarly and easy-to-
understand programs, 
such as "The Future of 
Thailand." 

Asia Society policy programs 
offer in-depth exploration 
of cultural and political 
histories, offering insight into 
international conflict, and 
thoughtful dialogue on today's 
most pressing issues.

Business & Policy Programs



Sustainability
From West to East: A Geo-Architectural Shift
July 13, 2009

Conference: “A Call to Action: Cleantech 
Revolution in the US and China.” (Shanghai) 
September 7-8, 2009  

Back to the Land: A Conversation between 
Novella Carpenter & David Mas Masumoto
September 9, 2009

Panel Discussion: Asia’s Environmental Future 
September 19, 2009

The State of Environmental Activism in China
October 20, 2009

Healing Without Harm: Endangered Species and 
Traditional Chinese Medicine
November 10, 2009

China’s Environmental Movement
January 6, 2010

Global Warming & the Water Crisis in California 
& Asia
January 14, 2010

Workshop: Pacific Cities Sustainability Initiative: 
Building Sustainable Cities in California and Asia
January 15, 2010

Working Toward a Clean Energy Future in India
March 10-11, 2010

Sustainable Development in Asia: China and the 
E-Waste Export Challenge
May 4, 2010

Business & Policy
The Future of Democracy in China
October 5, 2009

Youth, Islam and New Media
October 15, 2009  

INDOvations: Driving Global Innovation from 
Emerging Markets 
January 25, 2010

Rallying Post-Recession: What China's Growth 
Means for the Bay Area & Chinese Economies
February 10, 2010  

Conference: Challenges to the Post-Crisis 
Relationship
February 18, 2010

Amartya Sen: The Idea of Justice in India
February 24, 2010

A New Era for Taiwan-PRC Economic Relations
April 5, 2010

Hosted Dinner: Science and Technology and the 
Economic Development of Thailand 
April 15, 2010

ASNC Seventh Annual Dinner
Honoring Feng Deng, Arthur Gensler, and HP
April 27, 2010

Non-Violence as a Path to Peace, Professor 
Samdhong Rinpoche, Tibetan Prime Minister in 
Exile
May 26, 2010

Arts & Culture
Young Professionals Group: Contemporary Asian 
American Art 
July 28, 2009

Panel Discussion: Contemporary Art, Community, 
and Public Space 
July 25, 2009

Meet the Author: Kathryn Ma, All That Work and 
Still No Boys 
September 22, 2009

Meet the Author: Bonnie Tsui, American 
Chinatown: A People's History of Five 

Neighborhoods
September 29, 2009

Workshop: Wisdom for Difficult Times: What the 
Buddhists Teach
October 2-3, 2009

Meet the Author: Amitav Ghosh, Sea of Poppies 
October 7, 2009

Wine + Art Holiday Party
December 2, 2009
Meet the Authors: Peter Hessler, Country Driving 
and Leslie Chang, Factory Girls
February 23, 2010

Panel Discussion: Jews in Modern China 
March 2, 2010

Meet the Author: William Vollman, Kissing the 
Mask
April 13, 2010

Asian America Now: The New Generation of 
Asian-American Women Writers
April 22, 2010

Women in Asia: Jean Kwok, Girl in Translation
May 5, 2010 

Asian America Now: The New Generation of 
Asian-American Stand-Up Comics
May 13, 2010

Meet the Author: Dean King, Unbound: A True 
Story of War, Love, and Survival
May 14, 2010

Off the Menu: Wok Hay: the Art of the Stir-Fry 
May 29, 2010  

Young Professionals Group: Karate Kid Advance 
Screening
June 8, 2010

Meet the Author: William Dalrymple, Nine Lives: 
In Search of the Sacred in Modern India
June 23, 2010

Select Asia Society Programs

Asia Society Northern California hosted over 70 programs in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Here are a few highlights of our diverse public program offerings.



Annual Dinner

From left to right: Bruce Pickering, Executive Director; John Wadsworth, ASNC Co-Chairman; 
Chong-Moon Lee, ASNC Co-Chairman; Iris Chan, ASNC Advisory Boardmember; Engelina 
Jaspers, honoree; Kenneth Wilcox, ASNC Advisory Boardmember; Feng Deng, honoree; 
Arthur Gensler, honoree; Steve Mayer, award presenter. 

Students from Lowell High School pose with ASNC Honorary Chairman The Honorable 
George P. Shultz. The students volunteered selling raffle tickets at the Annual Dinner to 
benefit ASNC's high school scholarship program.

Asia Society Northern California’s 7th Annual Dinner 
“Building Bridges to a Shared Future” took place April 
27, 2010 at Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco. The 
dinner, which raised 40 percent of ASNC’s 2009-2010 
funds, featured a moderated discussion about US-Asia 
relations, a silent auction and a scholarship raffle.

Each year, the Annual Dinner honors three leaders for 
their work in bridging the gap between Asia and America. 
In 2010, the Business and Policy honoree was Hewlett-
Packard Company for its environmental leadership. The 
Arts & Culture honoree was architect Arthur Gensler, 
whose sustainable designs are springing up in every major 
Asian city. The Education honoree was Feng Deng, found-
er of Northern Light Venture Capital and funder of several 
educational exchange programs for Chinese students. 

We are grateful to the following individuals and organiza-
tions for their support of the 7th Annual Dinner:

Lead Sponsors

Chong-Moon Lee
Jack Wadsworth

Patron Sponsors

Chevron
Hewlett-Packard Company

Union Bank
Wells Fargo

Benefactors

Senator Dianne Feinstein & Richard Blum
Iris S. Chan

Silicon Valley Bank
Morgan Stanley

PG&E
Southwest Airlines

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Sponsors

Asian Art Museum
Ceyuan Ventures

Citibank
David Coulter & Susan Weeks

EastWest Bank
Gensler

KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP

McKinsey & Company
New Enterprise Associates

Talent Age Associates
Verizon Wireless

 Contributors

Gerson Bakar
California College of the Arts

Cisco
Deloitte

Dodge & Cox
Parducci Winery

San Francisco Business Times

Sydnie Kohara, Co-Anchor of the 
CBS 5 Eyewitness News Early 
Edition, kept the evening lively in 
her role as MC. 



Corporate Donors 

Corporate Leaders ($30,000+)

Corporate Partners ($20,000+)

Corporate Contributors ($10,000+)

Corporate Supporters ($5,000+)

Ceyuan Ventures
KPMG LLP

Asian Art Museum
Citibank
Deloitte

EastWest Bank

Gensler
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.

Mayer Brown LLP
New Enterprise Associates

Talent Age Associates
Verizon Wireless

Thank you to all our corporate donors, who through corporate membership, program underwriting and Annual Dinner 
sponsorship supported Asia Society Nothern California's work in 2009-2010.



Donors 

Global Corporate Leader
BNY Mellon
Eni Spa
Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold
KPMG LLP
Morgan Stanley
Sony

Corporate Contributor
Chevron
PG&E
Silicon Valley Bank
Wells Fargo
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Corporate Supporter
HSBC Bank USA

Corporate Donor
Ceyuan Ventures
Deloitte
Levi Strauss

Select In-Kind Contributors
Asian Art Museum
Betelnut Restaurant
Campton Place
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco
Giant Horse Printing
goldberry Fine Jewelry
Gump's
Kikkoman
K&L Gates
Nixon Peabody LLP
Parducci Winery
San Francisco Business Times
Southwest Airlines
Tommy Toy's
Vivienne Tam
Winery Exchange
Yank Sing

Annual Dinner Sponsors
Asian Art Museum
Gerson Bakar
Ceyuan Ventures
David Coulter & Susan Weeks
Dodge & Cox
Richard Blum
California College of the Arts
Iris S. Chan
Chevron
Cisco
Citibank
Deloitte
EastWest Bank
Gensler
Hewlett-Packard Company
KPMG LLP
Chong-Moon Lee
Mayer Brown LLP
McKinsey & Company
Morgan Stanley
New Enterprise Associates
PG&E
Silicon Valley Bank
Talent Age Associates
Union Bank
Verizon Wireless
Jack Wadsworth
Wells Fargo
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Program Underwriters
Hellman Family Foundation
PG&E
Ruth A. Shapiro
Silicon Valley Bank
Union Bank
University of California - Los Angeles 
Anderson School of Management
University of Southern California Marshall 
School of Business
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

President's Circle
Iris Chan
Carmen Chang
David Coulter & Susan Weeks
John De Luca
William Draper
Mark Edmunds
Buck Gee
Daniel Getty
Syed Hassan
C. Richard Kramlich
Chong-Moon Lee
Dipti Mathur
John McQuown
Becky & James Morgan
Mary & Robert Morrow
Betty & Hiro Ogawa
Suno Kay Osterweis
Carolyn & Richard Palmer
William Perry
Amna & Rafat Pirzada
Gary Rieschel
Caren & Sanjiv Sanghvi
Charlotte & George Shultz
Alvin Smith
Wayne Snyder & Kyung Yoon
Lip-Bu Tan
Anita & Edward Tortorici
John & Susy Wadsworth 
Kenneth Wilcox
Jay Xu & Jennifer Chen
James & Jiebing Yee
Mona Lisa Yuchengco

Sustaining
Carola Barton
George Broder & Wendy Soone-Broder
Jeff Clarke
Jocelyn Doe
Christopher Heffner & Heidy Valbuena
Kenneth Lam
David Lyon
Duncan Matteson
Richard Rosenberg
Toby Rosenblatt
Lisa Spivey

Contributing
Bernard Burke
Jennifer Chen
William Dagley
Niels Erich
Mike Gallagher
Thomas Gold
Kevin Haroff
Quentin Hills
Scott Klika
DeLisa Leighton
T.J. Pempel
Ruth Shapiro
Todd St. Sure
L.L. "Skip" Whitney

Mee Mee Wong

Dual/Family
Michael Benjamin
Jerry Carroll & Kate Fickle
Annette Clear
Brian & Lap Yee Conley
John & Katherine Kriken
Almon Larsh
Kristi Saitama
Karen Shinto
Michael Zielenziger

Dual Senior
William Cozad
Beatrice & Richard Heggie

Individual
Sophie Aldrich
Stephen Beal
Qi Bin
Wen Bo
Bruce Boyd
James Caldwell
Keith Casto
Michael Chae
Leo Chan
Royee Chen
Carolyn Cheung
Terry Chuah
Edward Church
Paul Clarke
Dennis Conaghan
Molly Coye
Teresa Curran
Michael di Pretoro
Ken Edens
Kenneth Epstein
Robin Fenstermaker
Andrew Ferguson
Lawrence Finne
Robert Goldfarb
Josh Hachadourian
Christopher Hest
Jenny Ho
Steve Hoffman
Andrew Hollingsworth
Nicholas Hope
Lixin Huang
John Huber
Jim Hurd
William Jakel
Kevin James
John Kamm
Robert Kapp
Joan Kask
Tim Kask
Dan Kelly
Regis Kelly
Michael Koo
Wei-Tai Kwok
George Lee
William Lee
Jonathan Lemberg
Peter Liu
Rafael Lumanlan
Robert Madsen
Brian McLeod
Donald Meyer
Katherine Miller
Laura Nagle
Alex Ong
Joy Ou
Nancy Pickford

Donald Polishuk
Arthur Pontau
Cynthia Enzer Radecki
Nand Ramchandani
Krittibas Ray
Raj-Ann Rekhi
Stephen Roach
Jill Robinson
Cristina Roces
Margie Rogerson
Julio Sardinas
Terry Schwakopf
Henny Sender
Brenda Shank
Eva So
Julie Soo
Auria Styles
James Tewksbury
David Tsao
Robert Ward
Daniel Winey
Robin Won
David Wong
Esther Wong
Ron Wong
Vicky Wong
Paul Yih
Alex Zhang
Tori Zwisler

Young Professional
Ellen Boccuzzi
Fay Coad
Kiyoe Conger
Xiaoming Jiao
Paul Joy
Lilinoe Kekoa
Christopher Kelley
Harriet Leung
Maggie Li
Jason Liou
Rachel Ng
Cynthia Rothchild
Zi Wong
Jongjit Wongsrikasem
Anna Zichterman Remis

Senior
David Arnau
Terry Cerrato
Colin Chin
Mary Connors
William Fuller
Fazlur Khan
Sumi Kim
Jean Moseley
Anthony Pan
Edith Perlman
Robert Scalapino
Katherine Shotwell
Shao-Yuen Yuan

Student
Frederick Chow
Max Hinchman
Kirby Hutton
Xintong Zhang

Teacher
Maya Escudero
Robert Moore



160,813

147,020

274,655

12,048

General 

Fundraising 

Programs 

Miscellaneous 

Contributions & Grants 

Individual Donations

Program Underwriting

Membership 

Corporate Membership 

Global Corporate Membership 

Annual Dinner

Program Admission Fees 

Miscellaneous

 

35,000

159,300 

5,000 

34,770 

80,000 

18,800 

273,820 

9,551 

1,705

Asia Society Northern California prides itself on fiscal responsibility — we have met our budget every year since our founding 
over ten years ago. We make sure that donors' contributions are well spent and have made each dollar go farther to continue 
offering our programs in the current economic recession. Asia Society Northern California is independently funded, and is 
supported by gifts from individuals, corporations and foundations who supoprt our mission to bridge the gap between Asia and 
America.

Our financial statements are prepared by Asia Society Northern California management and Richard Wong CPAs, and follow 
standard accounting practices. 

We are grateful to our members and corporate donors, who fund our efforts to enrich Asian and Asian American understanding in 
the Bay Area.

2009-2010 Advisory Board

Honorable George P. Shultz
Honorary Chairman

Mr. John S. Wadsworth, Jr.
Co-Chairman & Trustee

Mr. Chong-Moon Lee
Co-Chairman & Trustee

Mr. Richard C. Blum
Mr. Daniel A. Carroll
Ms. Iris S. Chan
Ms. Carmen Chang
Mr. Howard Chao
Mr. Jeff O. Clarke
Mr. David A. Coulter
Mr. Mark Edmunds
Dr. Thomas B. Gold
Mr. Jeff Heller
Ms. Mary Huss
Mr. C. Richard Kramlich
Mr. David W. Lyon
Ms. Dipti B. Mathur
Mr. Lenny Mendonca
Mr. Alexander Ong
Honorable William J. Perry
Mr. Gary E. Rieschel
Mr. Sanford R. Robertson
Mr. Sanjiv Sanghvi
Mr. Orville Schell
Mr. Lip-Bu Tan
Dr. Kenneth P. Wilcox
Mr. Jay Xu
Mr. James Yee
Ms. Kyung H. Yoon
Ms. Mona Lisa Yuchengco

Staff

Bruce Pickering
Executive Director

Robert Bullock
Program Director

Wendy Soone-Broder
Development Director

Amanda Huffman
Program Associate

Caitlin Kelly-Sneed
Development Associate

Financial Statements

Total Expense

Total Income

Net Income

594,536

617,946

23,159

Expense July 2009 - June 2010

Income July 2009 - June 2010
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Preparing Asians and Americans for a Shared Future

Founded in 1956 by John D. Rockefeller III, the Asia Society is a 

leading global organization committed to fostering dialogue and 

building a community for all those with a passionate interest in 

Asia. As one of eleven Asia Society centers worldwide, Asia Society 

Northern California offers fresh perspectives on the forces and issues 

shaping the US-Asia relationship. From food, fashion, and film, to 

politics, business, and social issues, we present innovative, multi-

disciplinary programs that bring together members and experts to 

create an active and informed community.


