Ganesha
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Ganesha is called the Lord of Obstacles and is invoked at the beginning and end of major ceremonies and activities to promote good luck. He is always portrayed with a human body and an elephant head, to symbolize wisdom. 

During Diwali, Ganesha is worshipped along with the goddess Lakshmi. Hindus worship Ganesha first in order to remove obstacles, then Lakshmi, the goddess of prosperity, in hopes of achieving wealth in the coming year. Hindus present Lakshmi and Ganesha with sweets, flowers, perfumes as well as other offerings throughout the Diwali celebration.
A Flower for Ganesha
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During Diwali, people pay respect to Ganesha with gifts that represent the fruits of life, such as water, sweets and flowers. You are invited to create a pressed flower scene for Ganesha! You are welcome to create two scenes – one to bring home and one to leave for Ganesha during this Diwali celebration.
Directions:

1. Pick a piece of construction paper to begin creating your scene.

2. Draw the background using whatever materials are available – watercolor pencils, crayons, colored pencils, etc. Make it colorful and detailed!

3. Pick out as many pressed flowers as you need to make your offering beautiful.

4. Glue your pressed flowers to your paper.

5. Repeat if you wish to make a second to take home, or leave for Ganesha!
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