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Hello, my name is Jinhye Jo, and [ am a North Korean defector.

[ want to deeply thank God from the bottom of my heart for allowing me to live in
this country, the United States, which is like heaven, and to the MSU Leadership
institute student associate presidents and the people of MSU students for
allowing me to stand before you and share my story without fear of punishment or
reprisals.
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In North Korea, unless you are part of the elite, you can never visit Pyonyang.
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However, even though [ am a former citizen of a nation that is hostile to America,

[ am able to stand here before you today and live in the capital city of Washington
DC, and most importantly I am here today to make an earnest request to all of you.
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To me, the North Korean regime is an evil gang that was created to kill the North
Korean people.
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[ am sorry to say that I was born in a country that is against God, where it is
easier to kill a human being than an animal.
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From our original family of 8 people, only my mother and younger sister survived,
and the three of us are now living in America.
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My father, in order to try to save us, went to visit a relative in neighboring China,
and on the way back was arrested by the North Korean security agents and
imprisoned. He was beaten mercilessly and tortured with wooden logs until they
splintered, and while being transferred to another prison by train, he died from
starvation and without a single drop of water given to him, after ten days.
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Afterwards, my 18 year old older sister, left home for China to again find food and
help for our family, but she never returned. The last scant news we heard was
that she was forcefully sold into human sexual trafficking ring. To this day, I
have no knowledge of the whereabouts of my sister.
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My grandmother, who was 76, died next to me, with her last dying wish being the
desire to eat just one baked potato — she had no other wish than this.
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At that time [ was only ten years old, just a child, and I would catch mice for food,
and ate any vegetation or grass that was not poisonous; and, instead of a school
backpack, I carried wood and tree bark and other things in order to survive and
live.

o] o] FE5 A I o= Yo FAdA oY A& FAr H& A T Tl Fol A
ZQ&UT
My youngest brother, Kook Beom, who longed for milk from our mother’s bosom,

but could not be given any because she was so weak, died in my arms, just two
months after he was born.
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My five year old younger brother also died from starvation.
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The regime of North Korea is not running a country, rather they have created a
prison state and are running a prison comprised of the whole population.
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Except for weddings and funerals, and for special exceptions, a citizen cannot
freely travel within the country.
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The surviving family members which consisted of my mother, younger sister, and
me, in order to find a way to survive, crossed the river into China and lived in
hiding as refugees in the mountainside. Instead of going to school, because I was
in fear of being discovered by the Chinese secret police, school for me was only a
dream.

E om Y7t
].

Q3] A3

QAT S FU7 &2 Fol L o] Holok AL $2] 4N S Bl 7]
ML B2 Z2 0 wA BF YASY.

Also, my mother was in fear of being caught up in a human trafficking ring, so we
all had to live a very hushed, invisible existence, and I do not have enough words
to describe the suffering and hardship my mother went through to feed and
support us.
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We tried so hard to try to survive and to live, but our family was forcibly
repatriated four times to North Korea. We tried so hard to try to survive and to
live, but our family was forcibly repatriated four times to North Korea.
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Many people have asked me how I was able to survive being forcibly repatriated
four times to North Korea, to a regime that is so evil and scary.
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If you have money, you can bribe officials and survive and come out of the prison.
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If you are not sent back to the same place in North Korea, you can survive.
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Many North Korean defectors carry money on them so this is a source of much
hardship for them.
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[ believe that it is through God’s help that we were able to keep the money we
had saved, and not have it confiscated, because we earnestly prayed that we

would be able to keep the money to help us, and that we would meet a
kindhearted security official who would look the other way.
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The North Korean security agents do all they can to confiscate and steal the
money from the defectors that have been sent back to North Korea.
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Another time, we were held in a room used as a bathroom facility, about the size
of a small home, and here fifty repatriated North Korean defectors were crammed
in a room without any sunlight , where tics, fleas, lice, and cockroaches would be
crawling all over the place. We could not bathe, and we were stuck in this room
for months on end and when we scratched an itchy part of our skin bitten by the
bugs, we would develop sores with oozing pus. When the weather got cold, we
would get frostbite, and if we cried out in pain all of would be punished with doing
repeated sitting and standing punishment.
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The inmates did not want to bring punishment to others so instead of crying out, I
saw so many bite their lips and silently suffer through the pain.
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When our family was caught by the Chinese police and repatriated to North Korea,
my mother was dragged outside the prison cell and the state security officials
began to torture her.

A4 0.2 ol 9] 22 S 3 ol o] Fgo] AL Fel e FH AAYR
23} of w2 Wel GATT Behe Rt

As a child hearing her mother’s anguished screams, my heart stopped and the
security official told me that if I told the ‘truth’, he would stop beating my
mother.
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[ maintained my silence, so then I was beaten — he grabbed me by the hair and
smashed my head against the prison cell metal bars. This particular beating was
so bad I could not properly lay down my head to sleep for two weeks.
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[ was also tortured one time by being hauled into an interrogation room, and was
forced to kneel. Wooden planks were inserted between my legs while I was in a
kneeling position, and every time I answered in an unsatisfactory way, I was
kicked and this caused indescribably pain. When I lost consciousness, they
would splash water that had cigarette ash mixed in and splash this dirty water on
my face to wake me up.
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During one time in winter, I was stripped of my meager prison garb and forced to
wash my face with the snow that had fallen, and then forced to sweep the prison
yard; I collapsed from the cold and then they threw me back in the cell.
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One particular guard would get drunk all the time, and bring me out of the cell and
beat me in the face with his gloves, and step on my feet with his boots on. When
[ collapsed from the pain, the guard taunted me and said that because I had gone
to China and ate well, I was perfect for getting beat up, and would kick me in the
stomach repeatedly.
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All these experiences are what I went through from when [ was 15 years old to 18
years old.
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My mother was beaten so badly on her head that she still has a fracture in four
places on her skull, and due to a severe beating she suffered, one of her eardrums
ruptured and she is hard of hearing in one ear.
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Our family only survived miraculously through the grace of God.
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[ still cry and weep with heart stopping sadness and longing for my grandmother,
father and siblings who died from starvation. Hopefully, there does not have any more
children are dying from starvation.
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However, I am just one person, and a woman like me, the only thing I can do is to
appeal to all of you.
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Dear friends, I am so happy now. And, thank you all.

A e Fdo] AHEEY uS ZFAIIAA A& {—%0] HE 5 2732 1000 ¥
10000 ¥ ‘%?—a—oi gt 8 S A A9 AY 71ES Y8 VR 3 FAVE B
tUA A e UHES 29 FA AHEEANA F29 F5o] A A&
slgy e,

l

Therefore, [ want to pray that God will move the hearts of all of you gathered
here today, and earnestly plead with you that each and every one of you can work
to bring about another thousand Jinhyes, another ten thousand Jinhyes, and that
you will continue to pray for me and my family, and the North Korean people and
the North Korean refugees.

Thank you for listening to my story despite my bad English, and may God be with
you all.
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God bless you!



